
October 2, 2012 

 

The Honorable Inez Tenenbaum 
Chairman 
US Consumer Product Safety Commission 
4330 East West Highway, Suite 724 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
 
Dear Chairman Tenenbaum: 
 
The Toy Industry Association (TIA) and Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA) are writing 
to express our strong support of the staff recommendations to reduce third party testing costs as laid 
out in the briefing package entitled, “Consideration of Opportunities to Reduce Third Party Testing Costs 
Consistent with Assuring the Compliance of Children’s Products” issued by the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) on August 29, 2012. We have appreciated the opportunity to comment on ways to 
reduce the burdens of third party testing and the openness with which the Commission has proceeded 
on this issue.  

We encourage the Commission to strongly consider implementing each staff recommendation, as each 
recommendation will have an impact in reducing testing costs. Staff has stated that some 
recommendations will have a greater impact than others, but we want to caution the Commission 
against only considering a few of the suggestions. While one recommendation might have marginal 
impact industry-wide, the relief provided could be significant to an individual company or even industry 
segment. It is important to provide such relief as soon as possible, and in no case, later than February 8, 
2013, when the full onus of testing costs will weigh on industry. 

If the Commission determines they lack the authority to implement one or more of the staff 
recommendations, we request that the agency send the report to Congress as required in Sec. 14.3(C) of 
the CPSA, by December 31, 2012 so that Congress may take action as soon as possible. 

We also ask that the Commission commit staff resources to implement these recommendations in their 
upcoming Operating Plan for 2013. Many of the recommendations are no small undertaking, and staff 
resources are necessary to move these projects forward. Industry would also benefit greatly by having a 
timeline with deadlines for implementation.  Committing resources to this project, alerts the regulated 
community that the Commission is committed to reducing test burdens – particularly for small 
companies.  

While we support the Commission’s consideration of each staff recommendation, we do believe there 
are a few additional ideas not included in the packet that would also significantly reduce testing 
burdens. A few of these are using the functional purpose exemption allowed by  Public Law 112-28 to 
exclude recycled metals and plastics, further considering a publically-disseminated enforcement policy 
on lead and phthalate test results (particularly related to statistical error),  sending the strongest 



possible signal to retailers that the use of any CPSC accepted testing facility satisfied compliance 
requirements. We intend to petition the agency for action on these ideas, and others.  

The Toy Industry Association and Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association wish to commend the 
CPSC and staff for listening to our concerns and providing thoughtful feedback on all comments 
submitted. We have always appreciated the openness that the staff has shown the regulated 
community.  We urge the Commission to approve the staff briefing package as written, take concrete 
steps to implement each recommendation proposed by the staff as soon as possible and consider 
additional ways to reduce testing burdens.  

As always, we look forward to assisting the Commission and Staff in any way we can, as we can provide 
a wealth of practical knowledge and information that would otherwise not be available to the CPSC. 

Sincerely, 

Toy Industry Association 
Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association  
 
 
cc:  The Honorable Nancy Nord 

The Honorable Robert Adler 
The Honorable Anne Northup 
Todd Stevenson 

 


